True medical and surgical physiology, that which employs itself in discovering the manner in which Nature repairs the breaches made in the human body, dates from JOHN HUNTER. He in fact first investigated the manner in which she comports herself in the healthy man for the resistance to causes of disturbance or ruin. Physiology, so understood, forms the basis of the rational part of surgery. It will direct us to the study in its origin, its causes, its progress, and its consequences, of that great phenomenon, inflammation. It will shew us how to direct or repress, or to excite it, as the case may be. Reflect upon the import of this change of basis?physiology in the place of anatomy?and you perceive in it consists an entire revolution in the art of surgery.?
There is something else besides his organs which appertains to man. The organs exist in the dead body. There is besides in the living body a power whose nature is unknown, a power which circulates the blood, generates motion and thought, and which offers resistance when an external agent deranges that order which constitutes health. It has been differently regarded; some considering it as dependent upon physical or chemical laws, others as mechanical. But can we in this way explain even the most ordinary fact ? You cut your finger; the blood flows, and then stops after the formation of a clot. Oh ! it is the heart, it is said, a hydraulic machine which propels the blood until the obstacle produced by chemical decomposition closes the vessels. In nearly the same manner may the red circle surrounding the wound be explained. Exosmosis then suffices ; just as endosmosis explains its disappearance. But [July 1 reform operated by the powerful genius of Rasori in Italy, took its origin. This great observer, however, carried away, after the discovery of these fundamental facts, by the whirlwind of political events, was compelled, for a long time, to leave his official post at the hospitals, and live in a kind of obscurity, after having gone through the severest trials during the course of those revolutionary times: so that the primary basis of the medical reform might have remained unimproved, and without a worthy interpreter, if Tommasini, who was the fellow-citizen and fellow-student and rival of Rasori, had not taken possession of them, to develop and confirm them by new experiments, and place them in the full light of day, with all the importance they deserved. Tommasini was in fact the first who exhibited in relief the immense practical consequences which flowed from the new facts discovered by Rasori, and he occupied himself by means of numerous observations upon a great number of medicinal substances and diseases, in proving their reality. He has in this way really enriched Italian medicine with a great number of novel facts, which have thrown the greatest light upon its practice, and led our physicians upon a way of investigation entirely different to that which they had hitherto followed ; and this assemblage of facts has constituted so compact and immoveable a phalanx, that he has been able, since its accumulation, to defy his adversaries with impunity, and to resist, with a brilliant success, all the attacks which the advocates of retrograde opinions have incessantly directed against him.
Consequently it is to Tommasini, beyond all others, that we owe the new reform in Italian medicine?a reform which has continued progressive from its commencement, and which is incessantly extending itself in the medicine of all countries in which practitioners take for their guide true experience and the precepts of natural philosophy. The entire proof of the truth of what I advance is to be found in the numerous works themselves of our illustrious countryman. It will suffice if I refer to those most directly bearing upon my subject; and it will be easy for me to prove, that the new facts with which he has enriched science, have influenced the practice of our art among all civilized nations, not excluding even that of his own adversaries, who have adopted them, masked under a different phraseology. We may first refer to his experiments and observations upon various remedies, especially digitalis, commenced in 1804. Any one reading these, and the long and varied discussions they gave rise to on the part of his celebrated adversaries, will find wherewith to become edified upon the subject of experimenting and the true logical method of drawing deductions from experiment. He will see that the experience which every one invokes with a sort of ostentation, I may say to a tiresome extent, in support of his own opinions, is itself, in the absence of philosophy and criticism, the first source of error.
At the present day, when time has pronounced its verdict upon the famous question which cost Tommasini and his adversaries so much pains and labour, viz., whether digitalis exerts upon the economy a stimulant or sedative effect, we feel astonished that so evident a fact as the contra-stimulant power of this drug should have had so much difficulty in making its way. And yet the fact in relation to the action of digitalis, which is now generally recognized, is no less evident in respect to a crowd of other contra-stimulant remedies, concerning which observations, just as numerous and conclusive exist?observations which the obstinacy of some adversaries persists in neglecting, substituting with a desperate constancy preconceived opinions to the material facts which alone should be invoked in questions of this nature.
In the middle of the polemics which overturned Brownism in Italy, Tommasini published his monumental work, Pathological Researches on the Fever of Livorno, 
